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" The law is that which puts a difference betwixt good and evil, betwixt just and unjust. If you take away the law, all things will fall into a confusion. Every man will become a law to himself, which, in the depraved condition of human nature, must needs produce great enormi* ties. Lust will become a law, envy will become a law, covetousness and ambition will become laws ; and what dictates, what decisions such laws will produce, may easily be discerned in the government of Ireland."
Nor was the substitution of arbitrary power for law hurtful to subjects only.
" It is dangerous to the King's person, and dangerous to his Crown. If the histories of those Eastern countries be pursued, where princes order their affairs according to the mischievous principles of the Earl of Strafford, loose and absolved from all rules of government, they will be found to be frequent in combustions, full of massacres and of the tragical ends of princes."
Strafford struggled to show that the offences proved against him did not legally, amount to high treason. Parliament through the Attainder Bill answered that it was necessary for the safety of the State to make them treasonable. " To alter the settled frame and constitution of government/' said Pym, " is treason in any state. The laws whereby all other parts of a kingdom are preserved would be very vain and defective, if they had not a power to secure and preserve themselves."
Charles was anxious to save Stafford's life, but his blundering interventions during the course of the trial ended in failure. When it was discovered that